was observed in the rice helds of South Carolina and Georgia. This nomenclature has inevitably resulted in the appellation "rice rat" being applied to all the species even though their habitat covers marshy areas along the coasts to the extremes ot brush in the mountains and grassy areas in the mesquite brush. This inclusion of the species with widely dilfering habitats and behaviour under one genus is regarded by Goldmax (1918) (1901) and this was followed by descriptions of new species by Thomas (1901) , Bangs (1902), Elliott (1903, 1904), Allen (1908) and Goldman (1912, 1913, 1915, 1918).
Introduction
Within the genus Oryzomys, over ICC species have been described and the extent of their habitat is shown by their presence in most of South America, Central America and Mexico with extensions to East Kansas, southern Illinois und Xew Jersey.
The original A'ernacular name "rice meadow mouse" stemmed from the work of AuDUBOX and Bach.\l\xx (1S54) and was given to Oryzomys palustris because it was observed in the rice helds of South Carolina and Georgia. This nomenclature has inevitably resulted in the appellation "rice rat" being applied to all the species even though their habitat covers marshy areas along the coasts to the extremes ot brush in the mountains and grassy areas in the mesquite brush. This inclusion of the species with widely dilfering habitats and behaviour under one genus is regarded by Goldmax (1918) Merriam (1901) and this was followed by descriptions of new species by Thomas (1901) , Bangs (1902) , Elliott (1903 Elliott ( , 1904 , Allen (1908) and Goldman (1912, 1913, 1915, 1918) .
A review of the characteristics of the genus Oryzomys was undertaken by Ellerman (1941 Hamilton (1946) on the habits of the type species Oryzomys palustris palustris was followed by Gupta and Shaw (1956) Hamilton (1946) and Steward (1951) The general physical condition of any animal colony can be partly revealed by the State of fecundity and the ability of the young to be weaned and reach maturity. The success of the colony can therefore be measured from the general overall improvement of the growth of the rats in successive generations. Hair growth on the manus and pes by the fifth day from birth showed little change compared to the previous day. The eyelids, however, showed a considerable growth of hair including signs of pigment deposition along the fusion line. The central region had a general increased hair density.
Over the next three days, little change was noted apart from a general thickening of the hair of the general pelage with particular emphasis on the ventral region. The eyes were noted at the end of this period (8th day) to have signs of opening although there appeared to be a considerable ränge of Variation. The legs throughout this period became fuUy covered with hair and by the tenth day the ventral aspect had completed its hair covering. Around this period, the female rat showed the development of eight pairs of mammae; in three instances supernumeraries were observed.
Initially, examination at birth showed the digits of the manus and pes to be together with rounded claws. Düring the four days following the mature shape of the claws emerged with the digits gradually separating.
In the majority of the rice rats examined during the first day after birth, the pinnae were found to have unfolded away from the head. To investigate growth patterns following the first 20 days, the means of weight and head-body length were plotted on simple graph paper (Fig. 3) One of the most important factors is that of nutrition and as seen already in the text the particular diet provided is, in reality, one suitable for the albino rat. There is no evidence that this diet is sufficient for the needs of the rice rat colony and measurement of their needs will only come to light after a longer time under laboratory conditions. At present it cannot be said that adaption to nutrition arises from choice since the rice rat is being forced to adapt in toto to the conditions laid down. As in the previous problems, efforts are being made to vary the diet in order to raise the Standard of the colony.
Finally, in attempting to give a survey of a newly annexed wild animal living under laboratory conditions, it is only possible to deal with some of the aspects of its development and life and the observations reported in this paper are only intended as an introduction to the more analysed information which will be published in due course.
